

Questions

Act 3

Scene 1

BANQUO 

Thou hast it now: king, Cawdor, Glamis, all,
As the weird women promised, and, I fear,
Thou play'dst most foully for't: yet it was said
It should not stand in thy posterity,
But that myself should be the root and father
Of many kings. If there come truth from them--
As upon thee, Macbeth, their speeches shine--
Why, by the verities on thee made good,
May they not be my oracles as well,
And set me up in hope? But hush! no more.

1. Banquo says Macbeth played “foully” to become king. What does he imply?
2. What does Banquo hope for?

MACBETH 

Bring them before us.

Exit Attendant
To be thus is nothing;
But to be safely thus.--Our fears in Banquo
Stick deep; and in his royalty of nature
Reigns that which would be fear'd: 'tis much he dares;
And, to that dauntless temper of his mind,
He hath a wisdom that doth guide his valour
To act in safety. There is none but he
Whose being I do fear: and, under him,
My Genius is rebuked; as, it is said,
Mark Antony's was by Caesar. He chid the sisters
When first they put the name of king upon me,
And bade them speak to him: then prophet-like
They hail'd him father to a line of kings:
Upon my head they placed a fruitless crown,
And put a barren sceptre in my gripe,
Thence to be wrench'd with an unlineal hand,
No son of mine succeeding. If 't be so,
For Banquo's issue have I filed my mind;
For them the gracious Duncan have I murder'd;
Put rancours in the vessel of my peace
Only for them; and mine eternal jewel
Given to the common enemy of man,
To make them kings, the seed of Banquo kings!
Rather than so, come fate into the list.
And champion me to the utterance! Who's there!

Re-enter Attendant, with two Murderers
Now go to the door, and stay there till we call.

Exit Attendant
Was it not yesterday we spoke together?

3. What does Macbeth mean when he says “To be thus is nothing, but to be safely thus’?
4. Why does Macbeth fear Banquo?

5. What does Macbeth mean when he says he has a “fruitless” crown?

6. What is a “sceptre”?

7. Why does Macbeth say he killed Duncan for Banquo’s children?

MACBETH 

So is he mine; and in such bloody distance,
That every minute of his being thrusts
Against my near'st of life: and though I could
With barefaced power sweep him from my sight
And bid my will avouch it, yet I must not,
For certain friends that are both his and mine,
Whose loves I may not drop, but wail his fall
Who I myself struck down; and thence it is,
That I to your assistance do make love,
Masking the business from the common eye
For sundry weighty reasons.

8. Who is Macbeth talking about?
9. What is “barefaced power”?

10. Why can’t Macbeth kill Banquo as king?

11. How does he plan to mask the murder from the common eye?

12. Whose murder are they planning?

13. Why will the murderers kill Banquo?

LADY MACBETH 

Nought's had, all's spent,
Where our desire is got without content:
'Tis safer to be that which we destroy
Than by destruction dwell in doubtful joy.

Enter MACBETH
How now, my lord! why do you keep alone,
Of sorriest fancies your companions making,
Using those thoughts which should indeed have died
With them they think on? Things without all remedy
Should be without regard: what's done is done.

14. What is the meaning of  “Nought’s  had, all’s spent”?

15. How would they be better off?

16. With what should their thoughts have died?

17. Why is it useless to think about what they have done?

MACBETH 

We have scorch'd the snake, not kill'd it:
She'll close and be herself, whilst our poor malice
Remains in danger of her former tooth.
But let the frame of things disjoint, both the
worlds suffer,
Ere we will eat our meal in fear and sleep
In the affliction of these terrible dreams
That shake us nightly: better be with the dead,
Whom we, to gain our peace, have sent to peace,
Than on the torture of the mind to lie
In restless ecstasy. Duncan is in his grave;
After life's fitful fever he sleeps well;
Treason has done his worst: nor steel, nor poison,
Malice domestic, foreign levy, nothing,
Can touch him further.

18. What does Macbeth mean when he says “We have scorched the snake”?
19. Why is Duncan happier now that he is dead?

MACBETH 

Then comes my fit again: I had else been perfect,
Whole as the marble, founded as the rock,
As broad and general as the casing air:
But now I am cabin'd, cribb'd, confined, bound in
To saucy doubts and fears. But Banquo's safe?

20. What “fit” is Macbeth talking about?
21. What does Macbeth want to know when he asks if Banquo is safe?

MACBETH 

Thanks for that:
There the grown serpent lies; the worm that's fled
Hath nature that in time will venom breed,
No teeth for the present. Get thee gone: to-morrow
We'll hear, ourselves, again

22. Who is the grown serpent?
23. Who is the worm?

24. Why is the worm not dangerous yet?

LADY MACBETH 

O proper stuff!
This is the very painting of your fear:
This is the air-drawn dagger which, you said,
Led you to Duncan. O, these flaws and starts,
Impostors to true fear, would well become
A woman's story at a winter's fire,
Authorized by her grandam. Shame itself!
Why do you make such faces? When all's done,
You look but on a stool.
22. What is “the very painting of” Macbeth’s fear?

23. Explain the image of “painting”.

24. Why does Lady Macbeth refer to an “air-drawn dagger”?

25. Why does Lady Macbeth say “these flaws and starts would well become a woman’s story”?

26. She says “when all’s dane, you look but on a stool”? Why?

MACBETH 

Prithee, see there! behold! look! lo!
how say you?
Why, what care I? If thou canst nod, speak too.
If charnel-houses and our graves must send
Those that we bury back, our monuments
Shall be the maws of kites.
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27. What is Macbeth looking at?
28. Explain the sentence: “If charnel-houses and our graves must send
Those that we bury back, our monuments
Shall be the maws of kites”
MACBETH 

It will have blood; they say, blood will have blood:
Stones have been known to move and trees to speak;
Augurs and understood relations have
By magot-pies and choughs and rooks brought forth
The secret'st man of blood. What is the night?

29. What is the meaning of “it will have blood”?
30. What is the meaning of the expression “blood will have blood”?

31. Which strange things have occurred in the past?

MACBETH 

I hear it by the way; but I will send:
There's not a one of them but in his house
I keep a servant fee'd. I will to-morrow,
And betimes I will, to the weird sisters:
More shall they speak; for now I am bent to know,
By the worst means, the worst. For mine own good,
All causes shall give way: I am in blood
Stepp'd in so far that, should I wade no more,
Returning were as tedious as go o'er:
Strange things I have in head, that will to hand;
Which must be acted ere they may be scann'd
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Figure 1 Lady Macbeth and Macbeth
32. What did Macbeth hear?
33. Macbeth says “there’s not one of them but in his hous I keep a servant fee’d”. What does he mean?

34. Why will Macbeth visit the weird sisters again?

35. What is the meaning of “I am in blood stepped in so far”?

36. What is the meaning of “returning were as tedious as go o’er”?
37. What important decision is locked in the words: “Strange things I have in head that will to hand, which must be acted ere they may be scanned.”

Lord 

The son of Duncan,
From whom this tyrant holds the due of birth
Lives in the English court, and is received
Of the most pious Edward with such grace
That the malevolence of fortune nothing
Takes from his high respect: thither Macduff
Is gone to pray the holy king, upon his aid
To wake Northumberland and warlike Siward:
That, by the help of these--with Him above
To ratify the work--we may again
Give to our tables meat, sleep to our nights,
Free from our feasts and banquets bloody knives,
Do faithful homage and receive free honours:
All which we pine for now: and this report
Hath so exasperate the king that he
Prepares for some attempt of war.

38. Which son of Duncan are they talking about?

39. How did the king of England accept this son of Duncan?

40. Where did Macduff go?

41. Why did he go there?

42. What do the Scottish people hope would they have in Scotland?

43. Why is Macbeth preparing for war?
